
August 25, 2011

Dear Researchers:

We welcome you to apply for a Texas Speech-Language-Hearing Foundation (TSHF) Research Grant to be awarded at the 2012 TSHA Annual Convention in San Antonio, TX. TSHF welcomes all proposals, but particularly encourages graduate students and less experienced researchers to begin seeking answers to relevant questions in speech and hearing sciences, speech-language pathology, and audiology. Each year, TSHF funds several grants in amounts of $1,000 for a one-year period. The Foundation will consider funding grants with budgets larger than $1,000, based on the merits of the proposals submitted.  If submitting a proposal for a larger budget, researchers are urged to also submit a smaller budget of $1,000 should more than one submission be deemed worthy of additional funding.  Because the Foundation was established to support less experienced researchers, applicants are encouraged to identify a research advisor or mentor to assist with designing, implementing, and completing the project.

TSHF will acknowledge an Advisor/Mentor’s contributions with an honorarium of $100 for a $500 grant and $200 for a $1000 or larger grant. We have enclosed an application form, which is due by December 15, 2011.  We have also enclosed the research grant guidelines, which you should review prior to completing the application. In addition to the terms of the grant, you will want to review the evaluation form to serve as a guideline for you to prepare the application. Finally, we have enclosed an advisor/mentor identification form, which you need to use if you choose to invite an advisor to assist you in this project.

 The TSHF Research Awards committee looks forward to receiving your grant proposal. Your interest in undertaking a research project indicates a strong professional commitment to advancing the professions.

Sincerely,

Elisabeth H. Wiig, Ph.D., Chair

TSHF Research Awards Committee

TEXAS SPEECH-LANGUAGE-HEARING FOUNDATION RESEARCH GRANTS

GENERAL INFORMATION

All applications must be received by December 15.

Empress Zedler Research Fund -- Supports research with an emphasis in the areas of reading and writing.

Lear Ashmore Research Fund – A general foundation fund that supports research in speech and hearing sciences, speech-language pathology, and audiology.

Presidents' Research Fund -- Established by past presidents of TSHA to encourage research.

Tina E. Bangs Research Fund -- Supports research in an educational setting.

GUIDELINES FOR APPLICATIONS

I. PURPOSE

The purpose of the Texas Speech-Language Hearing Foundation grant program is to provide funding to conduct clinical and basic research in areas affecting children, adolescents, and adults with communication disorders.

II. TERMS OF THE GRANT

A. Application Forms

An application for a research grant must be e-mailed to Elisabeth H. Wiig, PhD. at ehwiig@krii.com by December 15. Applications must follow the format of the application forms attached to these instructions. Standard sized type must be used (10 or 12 point), standard font (courier, times new roman, arial, etc.), and double-spaced. APA 5th edition should govern all style and format decisions.

B. Timing of Application Process

Applications must be received by December 15. Notification of the award will be made approximately one month prior to the TSHA Foundation awards luncheon at the annual convention.  Grant recipients must be present at the awards luncheon to receive their grant. Funding will be awarded directly to the principal investigator unless otherwise stated. Evidence of Institutional Review Board approval must be provided before funds can be awarded. The foundation will not pay indirect costs.

C. Review of Applications

The research committee will evaluate proposals (with the assistance of special consultants, if needed), according to the criteria on the research proposal evaluation form. Applicants should review this form carefully while preparing their application to ensure that the proposal has covered all the points included on the form.

D. Duration

The research should be completed within one year. Requests for continuation of awards by the same individual must include a progress report (300 words) and will be judged each year against competitive applications.

E. Funds Utilization

Funds may be used for new research (including pilot studies), or to supplement and support existing research. Data collection and analysis must be performed in the United States. Publication costs, purchase of reprints, books, subscriptions, manuscript preparation, expenses and travel (unless directly related to the research) are not authorized from these funds. The funds may not be used for salary support or employment benefits for the applicant. The Foundation's research committee must approve deviation from the investigator's accepted plan of study.

F. Termination of Grant

Circumstances may arise under which the grantee may wish to terminate a research project before its completion. Termination may be arranged at any time by an agreement between the investigator and the research committee. All unexpended funds must be returned to the Foundation.

G. Final Report

Within three months following the termination of the grant, investigators must submit a summary of their results (no more than 1500 words) to the research director. Investigators are encouraged to submit reports of the results of their studies to Tejas or another peer-reviewed journal. The investigators should acknowledge the foundation's support by attaching the following footnote: "This investigation was supported (in part) by a grant from the Texas Speech-Language-Hearing Foundation." Reprints should be sent to the Foundation and to the research committee.

III. APPLICATION PROCESS

The complete application should include:

(1) The investigator's identification form.

(2) Research application form.

(3) One letter of support (letters from university faculty members are more influential than letters from clinicians).

(4) Evidence of Institutional Review Board approval must be provided before the investigator will receive funding. Checks will be made to the investigator.

The foundation will not pay indirect costs.

E-mail the completed form to: Elisabeth H Wiig  <ehwiig@krii.com>

TEXAS SPEECH-LANGUAGE-HEARING FOUNDATION

RESEARCH GRANT APPLICATION

IDENTIFICATION FORM

TITLE _____________________________________________________________

Name: _____________________________________
Degree: ____________

Employment/Educational Institution:

Preferred Mailing Address:

City State Zip:

Permanent Mailing Address (if different):

City State Zip:

Telephone/home:

Telephone/cell:

Telephone/work: (include area code)

Preferred email:

Secondary email:

U.S. Citizen?

 Y - 
N
 (lf no, give status)

EDUCATION: Begin with baccalaureate, include graduate training: Institution, location, degree, year conferred, and field of study

Professional Experience: (List in chronological order, previous employment. Conclude with present position.)

Research Experience, Grant Support, Presentations, and Publications. (Include any current research support).

Honors and Awards:

Signature ___________________________
______
Date: _____________

TEXAS SPEECH-LANGUAGE-HEARING FOUNDATION

RESEARCH GRANT APPLICATION

Title:

Abstract Briefly describe the key aspects of the rationale, specific aims, and methodology of the proposed research. DO NOT EXCEED 300 WORDS.

Rationale and Specific Aims (all cited literature should be referenced on an attached page). DO NOT EXCEED 300 WORDS.

Methods (include a description of the participants, the subject availability, the assessment procedures, and the research environment). DO NOT EXCEED 300 WORDS.

Time Frame: The approximate calendar for completing your research.

Budget: Describe needed expenses in the areas of equipment, supplies, and subject transportation. A budget of up to $5,000.00 may be proposed but all researchers are urged to submit a smaller budget of $1,000.00 with the larger budget. The foundation will not pay for investigator salaries, fringe benefits, or indirect costs.

TEXAS SPEECH-LANGUAGE-HEARING FOUNDATION 

ADVISOR/MENTOR NOMINATION FORM

(To be completed by applicant if an Advisor/Mentor is proposed)

Name of Investigator: _______________________________________________

Research Project Title: ______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Name of Advisor/Mentor: _____________________________________________

Position Title: ___________________________________________________

Affiliation: ______________________________________________________

Work Address: __________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Contact Information:

Phone ______________________
e-mail _______________________________

Proposed Contributions by Advisor:

Reasons for Choosing this Advisor:

The letter of recommendation should come from the advisor/mentor and should indicate that person’s willingness to serve as the advisor/mentor throughout the project.

TEXAS SPEECH-LANGUAGE-HEARING FOUNDATION 

REVIEW GUIDELINES

Review of research proposals will be based on the standard review criteria currently in use by National Institutes of Health (NIH) review panels.

1. Significance:

Does this study address an important problem? If the aims of the application are achieved, how will scientific knowledge or clinical practice be advanced? What will be the effect of these studies on the concepts, methods, technologies, treatments, services, or preventative interventions that drive this field?

2. Approach:

Are the conceptual or clinical frameworks, design, methods, and analyses adequately developed, well integrated, well reasoned, and appropriate to the aims of the project? Does the applicant acknowledge potential problem areas and consider alternative tactics?

3. Innovation:

 Is the project original and innovative? For example: Does the project challenge existing paradigms or clinical practice; address an innovative hypothesis or critical barrier to progress in the field? Does the project develop or employ novel concepts, approaches, methodologies, tools, or technologies for this area?

4. Investigators:

Is the investigator appropriately trained and well suited to carry out this work? Is the work proposed appropriate to the experience level of the investigator and other researchers? Does the investigative team bring complementary and integrated expertise to the project (if applicable)?

5. Environment:

Does the scientific environment in which the work will be done contribute to the probability of success? Do the proposed studies benefit from unique features of the scientific environment, or subject populations, or employ useful collaborative arrangements? Is there evidence of institutional support?

6. Scoring:

 Priority scores range from 1.0 (highest priority) to 5.0 (lowest priority). Raters use their judgment in weighing the relative importance of each criterion. An application does not need to be strong in all categories to receive an excellent score. An application of average strength relative to other applications ordinarily reviewed by the panel should receive a score of 3.0.
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The Texas Speech-Language-Hearing Foundation is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

All contributions to the foundation are tax deductible to the extent provided by law.


